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FOUR NATIONAL QUINCENTENNIAL COMMISSIONS ESTABLISHED

 By: Joseph M. Laufer 

    The four nations primarily concerned with the Columbian Quincentennial, The United States of America, Spain, Italy and The Commonwealth of the Bahamas, have established national commissions to deal with preparations for the 500th Anniversary of the Discovery of America. Perhaps the best organized at this time is the Spanish Commission. They seem to have had a head start and have prepared very professional publications dealing with the event. They have laid out rather clear objectives and are organized internationally. Based on information available to us at the time of publication, we will outline below the latest information on the four national commissions. It should be noted, also, that several other nations, primarily in Central and South America, have also established national Quincentenary Commissions. We shall report on them as information becomes available.

1. THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS QUINCENTENARY JUBILEE COMMISSION 
Approved by Congress as H.R. 1492 (S 500) and Public Law 98-375, it was signed on August 7, 1984 by President Reagan. 
· ADDRESS: Christopher Columbus Quincentenary Jubilee Commission, 1801 F Street NW Washington, DC 20006 
· CHAIRMAN: Mr. John Goudie 
· ASSISTANT TO THE CHAIRMAN: Francisco J. Martinez-Alvarez 
· COMMITTEE: 30 members 
In establishing the Christopher Columbus Quincentenary Jubilee Commission (CCQJC), Congress stated: "The Congress finds and declares that – 
(1) October 12, 1992, marks the five-hundredth anniversary of the voyages of discovery of Christopher Columbus; 
(2) the governments and people of Spain and Italy should be recognized and commended for their historic role and contribution to those voyages; 
(3) all persons in this country should look with pride on the achievements and contributions of their ancestors with respect to those historic voyages; and 
(4) as the Nation approaches the quincentennial of the voyages of discovery of Christopher Columbus, it is appropriate to celebrate and commemorate this anniversary through local, national, and international observances and activities planned, encouraged, coordinated, and conducted by a national commission representative of appropriate individuals and public and private authorities and organizations." 
     The commission is composed of thirty members, 24 appointed by the President on the following recommendations: 7 recommended by the Senate leadership, 7 recommended by the House leadership, and 10 citizens broadly representative of the people of the United States; the six remaining members are ex-officio the Secretary of the State, the Archivist of the U.S., the Librarian of Congress, the Chairmen of the National Endowment for the Arts and the National Endowment for the Humanities, and the Secretary of Commerce. The governments of Italy and Spain were invited to appoint one non-voting member each to the commission. For a list of the members of the commission, send a stamped, self-addressed envelope to Discovery Five Hundred, Box 1492, Columbus, New Jersey 08022. 
     The law allows for the appointment of honorary members and the establishment of an Advisory Council. 
     The commission was given a two-year deadline from its first meeting to submit to Congress a comprehensive report incor- porating its recommendations for the commemoration of the quincentennial of the voyages of discovery of Christopher Columbus. 
     The commission is urged to particularly examine the historic role of the government and people of Spain in order to promote a greater public awareness, understanding and appreciation of the contributions made by Spain with respect to the voyages. 
     The commission endorses the 1992 World's Fair to be held in Chicago, Ill.* and in Seville, Spain, which it recognizes as "a major highlight of the quincentenary celebration." 
     The law suggests a variety of activities for the commera- tion, including ceremonies and celebrations, the development of libraries, museums and exhibits, conferences, lectures, seminars, biographical projects and the issuance of commemorative coins, medals and stamps. 
     The Commission is urged to cooperate and work with public and private agencies in accomplishing its goals. It is empowered to employ a staff of 20 members. 
     The legislation appropriated $220,000 per fiscal year, beginning with October, 1983 and ending before October 1, 1992, with the total appropriations not to exceed $2,000,000. 
     As we go to press, the commission has not published any material for the public. It would seem that the initial two-year period has elapsed for the submission of the commission's preliminary report to Congress.** 
      * Chicago has since withdrawn from participation 
     ** Materials are now available, including a report to Congress.

2. ITALY 
THE NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE COLUMBIAN CELEBRATION 

· ADDRESS: Commissione Nazionale per le Celebrazioni Colombiane c/o Sen. Paolo Emilio Taviani Palazzo Madama, Corso Rinascimento 00186 Roma, Italia 
· PRESIDENT: Prime Minister of Italy, Bettino Craxi 
· EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT: The Honorable Emilio Taviani (member of Italian Senate). 
     The commission is coordinating the various activities that will take place in Italy and abroad to celebrate the anniversary. The Executive Vice President, Senator Emilio Taviani, is a well-known scholar in Columbian studies. The commission has already planned different events, including exhibitions, round tables and publications. 
     In addition, outside the official framework, the economic and cultural authorities of the Ligurian region and of the City of Genoa have organized a society called Columbus 92, which is privately financed and primarily aimed at promoting both the full participation and interest of Genoa and Liguria in all historical and cultural aspects of the Columbian commemoration. 
     The Italian government has spent about 20 million dollars on organizing the various commemorative events. The Italians were involved in the recent six-hour prime-time television mini-series chronicling the life and times of Columbus which aired first in May, 1985 and was re-run in August, 1986. It was the product of a joint effort between CBS and RAI, the Italian television company. 
     A library of Columbus' correspondence and writings is being prepared and a ship typical of his era is being reproduced and kept on permanent display in Genoa's harbor. A number of exhibits will stress Columbus' impact on life today, and the progress that has been made in various fields since he first set sail. 

3. SPAIN 
THE SPANISH NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE COMMEMORATION OF THE QUINCENTENNIAL OF THE DISCOVERY OF AMERICA. 

Created by Royal Decree on April l0, l985. 
· ADDRESS: Comision del V Centenario del Descubrimiento de America Instituto de Cooperacion Iberoamericana Avda. Reyes Catolicos, 4 Ciudad Universitaria 28003, Madrid, Spain 
· HONORARY PRESIDENT OF THE HIGH PATRONAGE: His Majesty, King Juan Carlos 
· PRESIDENT: Luis Yanex-Barnuevo 
     The committee consists of several high governmental officials, including the Spanish General Commissioner of the 1992 Universal Exposition and the President of the Episcopal Council for the Quincentennial and representatives from the most important business and labor organizations. 
     The commission has published a ten-page fold-out flyer and a 32-page booklet, both in full color, explaining the objectives and projects of the commission. The essential purpose of the Spanish National Commission is to inspire, encourage, support and coordinate projects developed by public and private organizations that either bear a historic evaluation or enlighten us with respect to our present and future. 
     Among the proposals already in the development stage are several architectural restoration programs (in Ecuador, Santa Domingo and Tlacotalpan, Mexico). Also, the creation of a Floating School of Iberoamerican Studies, the reconstruction of Columbus' ship, the "Santa Maria" and the caravels "La Nina" and the "La Pinta" (they will retrace the route of the Voyage of Discovery), the publication of a variety of works under the title "Quincentennial Library" and several TV productions. 
     Of special interest to Americans is the strong commitment of the commission to the U.S. More than half of the U.S. belonged, at one time, to the Spanish Crown. In addition, the U.S. has a Hispanic minority that outnumbers the populations of some Ibero- american nations, and may well outnumber Argentina at the end of this century. 
     The Spanish National Commission, therefore, wants to assist in efforts to illuminate the contributions of Spain to the independence, formation and establishment of the United States as well as Spain's influence on its judicial system, values, social mores, customs, etc. Additionally, an energetic policy will be taken to support the development of programs that focus on a better understanding of the values and worth of the Hispanic culture. 
     The attractive 32-page booklet, entitled 500 Years - 500 Programs, lays out the variety of projects envisioned. Among the projects initiated by the State Company for the Execution of Commemorative Programs and Activities of the Quincentennial of the Discovery of America is the production of sculpture of Iberoamerica's and Spain's best artists. 
     On December 7, 1983, the General Assembly of the Bureau of International Expositions approved the general by-laws that will govern the 1992 Universal Exposition to be held jointly in Seville and Chicago. The theme of Expo '92 is "The Age of Discovery" and will cover three historic periods: 
1. The world before the Discovery of America 
2. The impact of the Discovery of America 
3. The future. 
     The activities will begin on April 17th and end on October 12th 1992. (NOTE: Chicago has since withdrawn from participa- tion.) 
     The City of Barcelona has made formal petition for the sponsorship of the 1992 Olympic Games. The fact that Spain has never hosted the Olympic Games is a strong base for such a petition. (NOTE: Barcelona has since been designated as 1992 host.)
      For several years, Spain has coordinated meetings of the Conference of Presidents of National Quincentennial Commemorative Commission. The first was held in Granada in October, 1983; the second was in Santo Domingo in July, l984. In 1985 the meeting was held in Buenos Aires and in 1986 it will convene in Costa Rica. The objectives of the conference deal with the cohesion of the Iberoamerican Community throughout the world. 
     The organization of the Spanish Commission is by far the most comprehensive and the most advanced, to date. We have only touched upon the scope of the activities already underway. There is no question that Spain will be the focal point of the interna- tional celebration.

4. THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE BAHAMAS
 BAHAMIAN NATIONAL QUINCENTENNIAL COMMITTEE 

· ADDRESS: Bahamian National Quincentennial Committee P.O. Box N-4777 Nassau, Bahamas. 
· PRESIDENT: Mr. Philip Smith (Member of Parliament for the district which includes San Salvador).
      The committee is underway and is working with the Ministry of Tourism in Nassau as they are extensively involved in the prepar- ation of various commemorative activities of the Columbus Quin- centennial. 
     No printed literature is available as we go to press. 

TEACHERS' CORNER 

     While teaching a unit on Christopher Columbus, History teacher Dennis Guida asked his Holy Cross High School (Delran, New Jersey) Freshmen to put themselves in the place of the crew on one of Columbus' three ships on the voyage of discovery in 1492. The students were asked to write letters home from sea as a homework assignment. Mr. Guida allowed us to read the letters and we chose two to publish here as examples of what can be done to get students involved in the Quincentennial. Here, then, are two letters from sea! 

From Tim McFadden: 

     We set sail from Palos, Spain, on August 3, 1492. There were three ships, the Nina, the Pinta and the Santa Maria. I am on the Nina along with 23 other men. 
     After nine days we reached the Canary Islands. We took on food and made repairs. This was the last we saw land. Soon the men were beginning to worry that we wouldn't make it. Some thought we would fall off the edge of the earth. But I had faith in Columbus and didn't worry. 
     We sailed for three weeks and did not sight land. The food and water supply was running low. We decided to sail for three more days and if we did not sight land we would turn back. Finally, we sighted land. Everyone was relieved. Columbus is sure we found an Island of the Indies. 
     We landed on the beach and were greeted by the native inhabitants of the Island. Chris called them Indians. 
     Well, I have to go now. I have work to do. I'll write you again on our way home. I hope we have a safe trip. 

From Helen Larkin: 

     We have arrived! We are here! The New World. It's encouraging and fascinating! We have found a people whom Christopher calls "Indians." They are darker of skin than we and have a coloration between the Golden Horde and the Moslems. They are not "Heathen savages" as most of our people call them. I have found they are intelligent and religious, but as having developed separately, they are obviously different than we. The women have much more freedom here, and I feel quite out of place without your sweet reminders of how unladylike the female population is becoming. But, not to worry, our sweet and kind countrymen are making sure I behave in a true Elizabethan fashion, so I do not disgrace my family. 
     The flora and fauna are very different as it looks like the woods behind our house, except the growth is almost everywhere! We have started to clear areas and are learning how to take care of ourselves in this new land. The Indians are very civil and nice to help us. I have to leave you with this! The vicar is calling vespers.

 COLUMBIAN LECTURES 

We are compiling a list of lecturers on Christopher Columbus as a part of the creation of an International Columbian Speaker's Bureau. 

· Your Editor, JOSEPH  M. LAUFER, has begun lecturing on "Christopher Columbus, The Man, The Myths, and the Jubilee, 1992." Using slides, charts and Taino Indian artifacts, he reviews the story of Columbus and concludes with an overview of the international plans for the 1992 celebration. Mr. Laufer conducted some of his research in Puerto Rico, which Columbus visited on his second voyage, and in Spain. 

· MR. ROBIN WILLIAMS is a motion picture photographer who through film and lecture follows Columbus through his travels around Spain and ultimately to his fabulous voyage. He presents the personal story of Columbus' exploits and shows the actual places he visited. He presents background information about the Moorish influence on Spanish culture and architecture and an overview of the Renaissance. This virtuoso guide shows you the Bahamas as Columbus saw them. Through the entire film, Robin Williams presents the life of Genoa, Spain, the Canary Islands and the Bahamas as they are right now.

· For the past several months, LUIGI CAPPELLINI has been lecturing in the United States about his recent re-enactment of Columbus' voyage. He was a successful businessman when he decided, in 1981, to give his life a complete 180 degree turn. Walking along the beach near Genoa, he chanced upon an abandoned "leudo," a Tyrrhenian cargo vessel named "Felice Manin." He restored the craft, which is typical of Genoa and the region of Liguria, a 22-meter lateen rigged vessel which played an important role in the economic development and sea commerce along the Ligurian Coast beginning in the 13th century. With a crew of ten, the "Manin" successfully crossed the Atlantic in 1984, following the route of Christopher Columbus. After a complete trip around the world, the "Felice Manin" will return to Genoa and then sail across the Atlantic again to celebrate the voyage of Columbus. You'll be hearing more about the "LEUDO FROM ITALY" project and Captain Luigi Cappellini for the next several years. 

While the International Columbian Quincentenary Alliance is not serving as the agent for any of the above-mentioned lecturers at this time, we will provide inquirers with information about them on an individual basis. Send a stamped, self-addressed envelope for further information. 

THE 1892 CELEBRATION

     The focal point of the celebration of the 400th Anniversary of the Discovery of America was the Columbian Exposition in Chicago. Each issue of this Newsletter will devote some space to memories of the 1892 celebration. Here is a sampling of 1892 vignettes: (NOTE: The fair did not open to the public until 1893, the date most commonly used when referring to it.) 

     The POST CARD era began in 1893, when the first mass-pro- duced picture post cards appeared, commemorating the Columbian Exhibition in Chicago. Thus, we'll be celebrating the centennial of the Post Card along with the Columbian Quincentennial! 

     Recently, a syndicated antiques column in the Philadelphia Inquirer carried a question about a COLUMBIAN DOLL purchased in Chicago in the 1880's. The columnist explained that Columbian Dolls were made and sold by two sisters from Oswego, N.Y. The dolls were exhibited at the Columbian Exhibition in 1892-1893. Emma Adams designed the dolls and painted their faces while her sister, Marietta Adams Ruttan, dressed them. The dolls were given a diploma of merit at the fair. The same Columbian doll which sold for $600.00 in 1983 would sell for $1,000.00 today, according to a doll auction and appraisal service company. 

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

     Over the past twelve months we have researched the field of Columbian literature in order to put together a basic annotated bibliography on Christopher Columbus, the Discovery of America and the forthcoming Quincentenary. The bibliography contains references and brief commentaries on magazine and newspaper articles, as well as current books which are readily available in many U.S. Libraries either directly or through inter-library loan. The bibliography will be a valuable resource for those who want to experience the forthcoming Quincentennial forearmed with as much knowledge and information as possible. Teachers, students, and media personnel will find the bibliography a valuable tool. It may be obtained through the International Columbian Quincentenary Alliance for $2.50 plus 50 cents for postage and handling. The bibliography will be updated regularly through this Newsletter. 

COLUMBIAN COMMEMORATIVE TOKEN 
     In order to promote the activity of the International Columbian Quincentenary Alliance, we have produced an inexpensive commemorative token (wooden nickel) illustrating the Santa Maria and the text: "Christopher Columbus: 500 years - 1492-1992". We will send you ONE free of charge if you send a stamped, self-addressed envelope. If you would like more than one, they are available in sets of four for $1.00, plus 50 cents for postage and handling. Larger quantities are available at a discount. We can also produce the token with your message on the reverse. Write for information on custom imprinting, indicating the quantity desired. 
SPACE - 1992 
· Space exploration and the 1992 Columbian Quincentenary will be ongoing subjects of commentary in this Newsletter. President Reagan recently announced that a new Space Shuttle will be constructed to replace STS Challenger which exploded on January 28, 1986. The target date for the completion of the new shuttle is 1992! 
· In our first issue we reported that the original goal of an inhabited Space Station in 1992 was out of the question, but that the construction phase of the project would be well underway in 1992. However, Space colonization would take place during the period which coincides with the anniversary of the subsequent voyages of Columbus and the colonization of the New World by the Spaniards. 
· An article in the Vancouver (Canada) Sun (November 21, 1985) reported on the Mock Space Station which is part of the Ideafest project at Douglas College in New Westminster, Canada, in conjunction with the Vancouver EXPO. One exhibitor of the Ideafest was Society Expeditions, of Seattle, Washington, which was expected to sell tickets for trips in a private passenger spaceship. The $50,000 ticket for a 12 to 20 hour trip was not payable in advance, but a registration fee of $200 was, and it won't be refunded. The company plans an October 12, 1992 spaceship departure to commemorate the 500th anniversary of Christopher Columbus' discovery of America. 
